
Press release: 
 
Speaking out and standing up: An exhibition in honour of courageous South African 
women:  
A group exhibition curated by Yolanda de Kock in 2018 
 
Speaking out and standing up: An exhibition in honour of South African women is an               
exhibition curated to commemorate Women’s Day on 9 August, 2018.  
 
The exhibition payed tribute to the courageous acts of approximately 20 000 South African             
women who united in 1956 and marched to the Union buildings in Pretoria to challenge               
racial and sexual inequality. In this historical act of protest South African women of all               
races demonstrated against the racist pass laws and pass books for black women under              
the apartheid government.  
 
On 2 April 2018, South Africa lost one of its most charismatic women, Winnie Madikizela-               
Mandela. Madikizela-Mandela was a prominent struggle icon and endured severe hardship           
including house arrest and imprisonment in her struggle for equality. Madikizela-Mandela           
served as an active member of parliament between 1994 and 2003 and she also headed               
the African National Congress’s Women’s League (ANCWL). Despite some of the           
controversy that characterises Winnie Mandela’s political career, her active efforts to fight            
inequality in a patriarchal and male-dominated environment stand out in history.           
Madikizela-Mandela became known as the mother of the nation but her roles in society              
extend to that of political activist, women’s rights agitator and struggle hero.  
 
Female artists included in this exhibition have explored both historical and contemporary            
issues pertaining to women’s inequality and agency. The curated exhibition titled Speaking            
out and standing up celebrated women’s diversity, strength and voice in South Africa’s             
contested public sphere.  
 
Artworks from prestigious collections such as William Humphreys Art Gallery, the           
University of the Free State Art Galleries and Oliewenhuis Art Museum have been             
selected to represent some of South Africa’s pioneering female artists. Themes included in             
this exhibition are domestic violence, female liberation, gender politics, motherhood and           
femininity. Artworks by students and recent graduates from the University of the Free State              
are also included and private collectors made a generous contribution to the exhibition.  
 
Speaking out and standing up: An exhibition in honour of courageous South African             
women includes artworks from the following contemporary influential South African artists:           
Mary Sibande, Zanele Muholi, Janine Allen-Spies Pauline Gutter, Margaret Nel, Alina           
Ndebele, Nkosi Gabisile, Gladys Mgudlandlu and Judy Woodborne. 
 


